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PREFACE 


Public  Health  Department, 
69  High  Street, 
Saffron  Walden,  Essex. 


To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District. 

The  Vital  Statistics  for  the  District  continue  to  be  fairly  satisfactory 
on  the  whole.  The  estimated  mid-year  population  rose  from  18,450  in 
1955  to  18,540  in  1956  and  there  were  287  live  births  compared  with  242 
in  1955. 

The  number  of  deaths  showed  a  slight  rise,  however,  from  179  in 
1955  to  200  in  1956,  and  it  will  be  noted  that  13  children  died  under  one 
year  of  age  and  that  1 1  of  these  died  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  whereas 
in  1955  only  8  died  under  one  year,  7  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life. 

Once  again  no  deaths  occurred  from  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
or  measles,  but  5  cases  of  poliomyelitis  (2  paralytic  and  3  non-paralytic) 
were  notified  during  the  year  and  there  was  1  death  (a  young  adult). 

In  July  the  Cambridge  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Saffron 
Walden  and  people  living  in  the  surrounding  villages  were  urged  to 
attend  for  examination.  A  very  interesting  report  was  kindly  furnished 
by  the  Medical  Director  and  is  included  in  my  Report. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  encouragement 
given  me  during  the  year  and  the  officials  for  their  help.  My  thanks 
are  due  particularly  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  his  staff 
for  their  most  valuable  co-operation  in  the  control  of  infectious  diseases, 
and  to  my  Secretary,  Miss  A.  M.  Lamb,  and  the  Essex  County  Council 
Welfare  Foods/Clinic  Clerks,  Mrs  Sharp  and  Mrs  Cushion,  for  their 
loyal  and  able  assistance. 


I  am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  MARY  CONWAY  HASTILOW. 
October,  1957.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Area:  78,585  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  mid-year,  1956):  18,540. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1956)  according  to  Rate  Books- 
5,941. 

Rateable  value  (as  at  31/12/56):  £159,663. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live 

Births  Legitimate 

269 

136 

133 

Illegimate 

18 

7 

1 1 

Still 

Births  Legitimate 

4 

3 

1 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Deaths  from  all  causes 

200 

105 

95 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population: 

15-8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

:  10-8 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

1956 

1955 

Cause  of  Death: 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

4. 

Diphtheria  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

2 

2 

5 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

3 

2 

4 

0 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

0 

3 

0 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

0 

1 

0 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 

12 

10 

9 

12 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

l 

0 

0 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

9 

15 

17 

18 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

10 

14 

16 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

2 

1 

2 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease . 

13 

19 

8 

11 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease . 

9 

7 

1 

5 

22. 

Influenza  . 

1 

1 

1 

0 

23. 

Pneumonia . 

3 

3 

2 

0 

24. 

Bronchitis . 

6 

3 

3 

3 

3 


25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system .  10  2  1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum .  1  2  2  1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .  1  0  1  0 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis .  0  0  0  0 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  .  1  0  1  0 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion .  0  0  0  1 

31.  Congenital  malformations .  1  0  4  1 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  .  19  9  10  8 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents .  3  0  1  1 

34.  All  other  accidents  .  1  3  4  0 

35.  Suicide  .  1  0  3  0 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .  0  0  0  0 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes: — 

From  puerperal  sepsis .  0 

From  other  puerperal  causes .  0 

Total  .  0 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

Legitimate  .  7  6 

Illegitimate  .  -  - 

Total  .  7  6  =  13 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age: — 

Legitimate  .  5  6 

Illegitimate  .  -  - 

Total  .  5  6  =  11 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1,000  live  births:  45-3 

There  was  no  excessive  mortality  from  any  particular  disease  during 
the  year. 

Diphtheria:  No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning:  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during 
the  year. 

Poliomyelitis:  Two  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitis  and  three  cases 
of  non-paralytic  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis) 

1956  1955 


Whooping  Cough .  123  6 

Scarlet  Fever .  2  9 

Erysipelas  .  1  2 

Pneumonia .  19  12 

Measles  .  10  259 

Infective  Hepatitis .  3  4 

Diphtheria .  0  0 

Food  Poisoning .  0  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia .  0  0 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  .  2  1 

(Non-paralytic) .  3  1 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Notifications:  Seven  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1956 
(5  pulmonary  and  2  non-pulmonary).  In  1955  nine  cases  of  tuberculosis 
were  notified— 5  pulmonary  and  4  non-pulmonary.  In  addition,  one 
case  of  tuberculosis  moved  into  the  district  in  1956. 

Deaths:  There  was  one  death  from  tuberculosis  during  1956,  com¬ 
pared  with  no  deaths  in  1955. 

The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Saffron  Walden  in  July,  1956, 
and  advance  publicity  was  carried  out  in  the  Rural  District.  The  follow¬ 
ing  Report  has  been  received  from  the  Medical  Director: — 


Results  of  Mass  Radiography  Survey — Saffron  Walden 
July  9th - 25th,  1956 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Number  attended  for  X-Ray: 

General  Public  and  small  firms  . . 

1030 

829 

1859 

School  children 

334 

259 

593 

School  staff — Teaching 

33 

27 

60 

Domestic 

9 

34 

43 

Expectant  Mothers 

— 

1 

1 

Doctors’  Requests  . . 

5 

7 

12 

Contacts 

3 

4 

7 

Hospital  and  Nursing  Staff 

3 

22 

25 

Teachers’  Training  College — Students  . . 

— 

71 

71 

Staff 

1 

27 

28 

Old  People’s  Home. . 

11 

12 

23 

Total 

1429 

1293 

2722 

Number  X-rayed  for  the  1st  time 

902 

891 

1793 

Number  recalled  for  full-size  films 

48 

41 

89 

%  recall 

Defaulters  (mainly  on  holiday) 

3-2 

2 

5 

7 

Attendance  by  Age  Groups: 

Under  14  yrs. 

9 

21 

30 

14-34  yrs . 

783 

774 

1557 

35-54  yrs . 

451 

343 

794 

55  and  over  . . 

186 

155 

341 

ANALYSIS  OF  FINDINGS 

A.  Non-Tuberculous  Conditions: 

1.  Congenital  anomalies  of  the  bony 

thorax  . . 

12 

18 

30 

2.  Azygos  lobe  vein 

6 

2 

8 

3.  Chronic  bronchitis 

5 

6 

11 

4.  Bronchiectasis  . . 

1 

2 

3 

5.  Pleural  thickening  and  fibrosis  from 

previous  pneumonia  and/or  pleurisy 

22 

6 

28 

5 


6.  Congenital  cardiac  conditions  . .  - 

7.  Acquired  cardiac  conditions  . .  . .  6 

8.  Spontaneous  pneumothorax  . .  . .  1 

9.  Megaoesophagus  . .  . .  . .  1 

10.  Diaphragmatic  eventration  ..  ..  1 

1 1 .  Mastectomy 

12.  Previous  lobectomy  for  benign  neo¬ 
plasm  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

13.  Bronchial  carcinoma  ..  ..  ..  2 


1 

12 


1 


1 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


B.  Tuberculous  Conditions: 

1.  Healed  primary  or  other  calcified 

lesions  requiring  no  further  action  19 

2.  Previously  diagnosed  tuberculosis 

already  under  supervision  . .  . .  2 

3.  Newly  discovered  significant  tuber¬ 
culosis  requiring — 

(a)  treatment  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

(b)  close  supervision  at  Clinic  . .  4 


14  33 

3  5 


2 


3 

4 


COMMENT 

A  total  of  7  persons  were  found  with  significant  tuberculosis,  making 
an  all-over  prevalence  of  12  cases  per  2,722  examined  with  significant 
disease.  Of  the  three  requiring  treatment,  two  were  sputum  positive, 
two  were  new  attenders  for  X-ray,  the  third  having  been  clear  at  a  previous 
examination.  The  two  women  were  both  under  25,  but  the  male  case 
was  over  55.  Four  other  men  referred  for  observation  had  not  prev¬ 
iously  attended  the  Unit,  and  the  oldest  was  48. 

A  noticeable  feature  of  the  results  was  the  large  number  of  cardio¬ 
vascular  conditions  observed,  and  one  person  actually  attended  with 
well-marked  evidence  of  heart-failure.  Two  cases  of  bronchial  carcinoma 
were  also  brought  to  light  as  the  result  of  mass  radiography. 

Allowing  for  children  under  14  who  did  not  attend,  the  disabled, 
infirm,  sick,  and  those  away  on  holiday,  the  total  number  of  examinations 
carried  out  was  reasonably  satisfactory  for  the  time  allotted.  Saffron 
Walden  produced  a  very  high  proportion  of  new  attendances  at  the  Unit 
(viz.  1793  out  of  2722)  and  this  is  considered  to  be  more  worth  while 
than  simply  going  over  old  ground  and  re-X-raying  those  who  had 
previously  been  checked.  Among  these  new  attenders  were  found  2  of 
the  cases  of  active  tuberculosis  and  4  of  the  persons  requiring  close 
observation.  Both  cases  of  carcinoma  were  also  first  attenders  at  the 
Unit,  so  that  the  main  bulk  of  important  findings  was  among  those  who 
had  not  attended  previously  for  mass  X-ray. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  age-group  analysis  that  the  main  drive  of  the 
Unit  is  directed  towards  the  age-group  14-34  yrs.,  in  which  two  of  the 
active  cases  were  discovered.  While  it  is  fully  recognised  that  elderly 
males  are  particularly  worth  while  getting  to  the  Unit — owing  to  the 
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propensity  to  breakdown  of  previously  inert  tuberculous  lesions  in  older 
men — they  are  particularly  difficult  to  attract  to  units  except  at  works  or 
factories  where  they  attend  better  with  organised  groups  of  fellow- 
workers,  than  if  left  to  volunteer  on  their  own  or  with  their  families. 
This  tendency  has  been  particularly  noticeable  at  community  surveys 
where  the  “head  of  the  house”  is  often  the  only  defaulter  in  a  big  family, 
and  requires  much  individual  persuasion  before  he  will  attend,  ft  can  be 
seen,  for  instance,  that  only  10%  of  those  attending  the  Unit  at  Saffron 
Walden  were  over  55 — yet  among  them  was  one  sputum-positive  case. 

No  doubt  an  older  generation  prefers  the  established  procedure  of 
reporting  to  their  doctors  with  symptoms  rather  than  troubling  themselves 
to  attend  when  they  feel  quite  well,  and  it  is  perhaps  neither  wise  nor 
kind  to  badger  those  whose  best  years  of  health  and  strength  are  over  to 
do  so.  Older  people  clearly  recognise  the  value  of  early  discovery  of 
some  trouble  in  young  persons,  but  their  experience  of  life  makes  them  less 
ready  to  accept  the  possibility  of  a  successful  outcome  of  treatment  in 
their  own  case,  and  they  prefer  not  to  face  up  to  this  until  they  are  forced 
to  do  so.  Most  general  practitioners  are  aware  of  this  attitude.  Without 
individual  persuasion  from  their  own  family  doctor,  these  persons  will 
never  attend  for  mass  X-ray  in  large  numbers,  unless  some  form  of  com¬ 
pulsion  is  used. 

At  this  survey  considerable  encouragement  and  assistance  was  given 
by  Dr  Hastilow,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  particularly  with  pre¬ 
liminary  arrangements  and  advance  publicity,  and  the  Unit  was  advised 
and  helped  in  the  X-raying  of  school  children  by  Dr  Miller  Wood — the 
Divisional  Schools  Medical  Officer — who  also  supported  the  Unit  at 
advance  meetings.  For  this  help  the  Unit  is  very  grateful,  and  it  is  desired 
also  to  thank  the  Mayor  and  members  of  Saffron  Walden  Borough  and 
Rural  District  Councils  and  of  the  County  Council  for  their  interest 
and  attendance  at  meetings  and  for  the  loan  of  the  Town  Hall  for  an 
advance  publicity  meeting. 

To  all  voluntary  workers  who  helped  the  Unit,  especially  the  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade,  the  Red  Cross,  the  W.V.S.  and  the  Press,  the  Unit 
Director  would  like  to  express  very  sincere  and  warm  appreciation. 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  DISTRICT 

Laboratory  Service — Bacteriological  Service.  The  District  is  served 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

Ambulance  Facilities— A  day  and  night  ambulance  service  is  provided 
by  Essex  County  Council.  The  Ambulance  Station  is  at  Saffron  Walden 
and  is  on  the  telephone,  but  as  the  driver  and  attendant  may  be  away  from 
the  station  answering  a  call,  persons  requiring  an  ambulance  in  an  emer¬ 
gency  are  advised  to  dial  “999”  and  ask  for  an  ambulance.  Where  there 
is  no  dialling  system  it  is  sufficient  to  lift  the  receiver  and  ask  for  an 
ambulance. 
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Non-emergency  calls  are  only  accepted  from  a  hospital,  a  doctor  or 
nurse,  or  other  competent  person,  such  as  a  duly  authorised  officer  in  the 
Mental  Health  Service. 


SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery:  These  services  are 
carried  out  by  the  Home  Nurse/Midwives  resident  in  the  area. 

Domiciliary  Visiting  by  Health  Visitors:  There  are  four  Health 
Visitors  working  in  the  Rural  District. 

Domestic  Help  Services:  Applications  for  domestic  help  should  be 
made  to  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Essex  Area,  75  Springfield  Road, 
Chelmsford. 

Care  of  Expectant  Mothers:  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  2  p.m. 
on  the  1st  Tuesday  afternoon  of  the  month  at  69  High  Street,  Saffron 
Walden. 

Care  of  Children  up  to  School  Age:  Child  Welfare  Sessions  are  held 
at  Newport,  Debden,  Ashdon  and  Stansted  as  well  as  at  Saffron  Walden. 
Children  are  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  on  request. 
Vaccinations  against  smallpox  are  not  carried  out  at  the  Clinics  as  a 
routine,  but  are  performed  by  the  family  doctor.  A  pilot  scheme  for 
vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  introduced  during  the  year. 

Care  of  School  Children:  Regular  School  Medical  Inspections  are 
carried  out  at  all  schools.  Children  are  immunised  against  diphtheria  and 
whooping  cough  with  the  consent  of  the  parents. 

Dental  Service :  Treatment  is  given  at  69  High  Street,  Saffron  Walden, 
and  inspections  and  treatments  carried  out  at  the  schools. 

Hospitals:  The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  provide  medical,  surgical  and  special  treatment.  The  hospitals 
which  serve  the  population  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District  are 
those  in  Saffron  Walden,  Cambridge  and  Bishop’s  Stortford.  Cases  of 
infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  care  are  admitted  to  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospitals  at  Cambridge,  Newmarket  and  Bishop’s  Stortford. 

Chest  Clinics  are  available  for  the  population  of  the  Saffron  Walden 
Rural  District.  There  is  one  at  Saffron  Walden  General  Hospital,  one  at 
Castle  Hill,  Cambridge,  and  one  at  the  Herts,  and  Essex  Hospital,  Bishop’s 
Stortford. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  provided  at  the  Clinics  at  Adden- 
brooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  and  at  the  Herts,  and  Essex  Hospital, 
Bishop’s  Stortford. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948,  SECTION  47 

Statutory  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  in  one  case  during 
the  year. 
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SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

HOUSING 


Houses  erected  by  the  Council  during  the  year  totalled  24,  the 
number  completed  under  private  enterprise  being  40. 

Selection  of  tenants  continues  to  be  based  on  information  supplied 
to  the  Committee  as  to  the  housing  and  medical  circumstances  of  all 
applicants;  this  is  even  more  important  as  the  number  of  dwellings 
available  becomes  smaller. 

Progress  was  made  with  the  programme  of  Slum  Clearance  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that,  with  the  development  of  this  work,  the  really  bad 
houses  in  the  District  will  be  either  cleared  away  or  completely  repaired 
and  reconstructed. 


WATER 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (Mr  J.  S.  Y. 
Molineux),  who  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  main  water  supplies, 
for  the  following  report: — 

Water  Supplies: 

I  am  very  pleased  to  say  that  the  quantity  and  quality  of  water  avail¬ 
able  in  the  area  continued  to  be  satisfactory,  the  total  overall  consumption 
amounting  to  just  under  252  million  gallons,  a  decrease  of  8  million 
gallons  on  the  previous  year;  excluding  metered  supplies  this  brings  the 
average  consumption  per  head  per  day  to  approximately  33  gallons. 

SEWERAGE 

The  various  sewage  disposal  works  continue  to  operate  satisfactorily, 
with  the  exception  of  Stansted  and  of  Rickling  and  Quendon,  and  in  both 
these  cases  schemes  have  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  new  works. 
The  Consulting  Engineers  have  prepared  a  scheme  for  sewering  the  village 
of  Manuden,  and  a  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  Ashdon  village  is  in  course 
of  preparation. 


9 


TYPICAL  RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

(in  parts  per  million) 
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reports  proved  unsatisfactory  immediate  action  was  taken. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


PREFACE 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present,  in  the  pages  which  follow,  my  eleventh 
Annual  Report  in  which  I  have  dealt,  as  briefly  as  possible,  with  the 
matters  concerning  my  Department  during  the  year  1956. 

The  new  title  “Public  Health  Inspector”,  recommended  by  the 
Government  Working  Party  a  few  years  ago,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  (Change  of  Designation)  Act  1956,  is  undoubtedly 
more  descriptive  of  the  many  technical  and  advisory  duties  which  increase 
year  by  year  with  the  unhalted  stream  of  legislation.  The  change  may 
also  aid  the  recruitment  of  pupils  wishing  to  study  for  the  Diploma  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors’  Education  Board. 

The  Council  has  continued  to  play  its  part  in  the  practical  training  of 
students,  the  second  of  whom  passed  the  qualifying  examination  during 
the  year.  Unfortunately  the  loss  of  such  newly  qualified  inspectors  every 
year  or  so,  virtually  reduces  the  staff  of  the  Department  and  increases  the 
difficulties  of  coping  with  day-to-day  matters  and  the  equally  important 
periodic  inspections  necessary  to  ensure  that  the  Acts  and  Regulations 
are  being  complied  with. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  which  came  into  operation  early  in 
the  year  should  forward  the  nation-wide  campaign  to  improve  the  standard 
of  food  hygiene  both  in  shops  and  restaurant  kitchens. 

Housing  duties  represented  by  Tenancy  Application  investigations. 
Slum  Clearance  and  Improvement  Grants,  all  play  a  part  in  the  steady 
improvement  of  housing  conditions  in  the  area,  especially  when  all  three 
phases  of  this  work  can  be  satisfactorily  co-ordinated. 

It  is  perhaps  to  be  regretted  that  the  report  cannot  include  mention 
of  the  commencement  of  a  sewerage  scheme  for  any  of  the  larger  villages, 
particularly  when  one  recalls  the  early  progress  made  by  our  predecessors 
in  the  provision  of  main  water  throughout  the  area. 

However,  the  many  difficulties  encountered  during  this  my  twenty- 
first  year  in  public  health  work,  have  been  lightened  by  the  confidence  and 
support  given  by  the  Council  and  its  various  Committees,  and  the  con¬ 
tinued  loyalty  and  assistance  of  my  staff  and  fellow  colleagues. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARMES. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 

Before  proceeding  to  comment  on  the  various  sections  of  the  work 
of  the  Department,  I  give  below  a  summary  of  inspections  and  visits 
carried  out  during  the  year: — 


Total  number  of  visits .  3640 

Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts  (Repairs,  overcrowding, 

Improvement  Grants,  etc.)  .  977 

Investigations  and  re-inspections  regarding  Council  House 

applications  .  836 

Inspections  of  Council  Houses  regarding  cleanliness,  management, 

lodgers,  etc .  204 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Public  Health  Nuisances  .  103 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Woodworm  infestations  .  61 

Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases  .  108 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Destruction  (not  including 

Operator’s  Visits) .  29 

Inspections  of  Dairies  .  26 

Inspections  of  Food  shops,  Restaurants,  Canteens,  Licensed 

Premises,  etc .  132 

Inspections  of  Factories  including  Bakehouses  .  26 

Inspections  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  .  133 

Inspections  regarding  proposed  new  drainage .  207 

Inspections  in  connection  with  defective  drainage  .  190 

Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection  and 

Salvage  .  114 

Inspections  in  connection  with  water  supplies  other  than  main 

supplies  .  44 

Number  of  water  samples  collected  from  main  supplies  .  264 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Movable  Dwellings  .  51 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  135 


HOUSING 

(a)  Council  Houses: 

The  information  gained  by  the  continued  practice  of  regularly 
reviewing  the  housing  circumstances  of  all  applicants  for  housing  accom¬ 
modation  clearly  indicated  that  the  necessity  for  the  provision  of  any  large 
number  of  dwellings  is  declining. 

This  was  reflected  in  the  construction  programme  completed  during 


the  year,  the  figures  for  which  were  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Council  houses  completed  .  24 

Number  of  Council  houses  under  construction  at  31.12.56  ..  58 

Number  of  private  houses  completed  .  40 

Number  of  private  houses  under  construction  at  31.12.56. ...  58 


Housing  programmes  are  based  mainly  upon  the  actual  housing 
needs  of  each  parish  as  shown  in  reports  presented  by  the  Department, 
and  the  following  is  a  summary  of  a  review  presented  in  January,  1957: — 


Applications  considered  as  priority  cases: 

Overcrowded  or  with  “bedroom  deficiency”  .  13 

Applicants  (with  children)  sharing  houses  .  19 

Bad  Housing .  32 


Total  number  of  priority  cases  .  64 


With  fewer  houses  available  at  each  tenancy  selection,  the  work  of 
the  Tenancy  Committee  tends  to  become  more  onerous,  and  the  table 
below  indicates  the  grounds  upon  which  the  tenants  were  selected  in 


respect  of  the  66  houses  becoming  available  for  letting. 

Families  sharing  houses  .  16 

Families  overcrowded  or  with  “bedroom  deficiency”  .  16 

Bad  housing  conditions  (disrepair,  etc.)  .  7 

Transfers  to  other  Council  houses  .  11 

Miscellaneous  (Agricultural  need,  aged  persons,  medical 

grounds,  etc.)  .  16 


The  policy  of  transferring  tenants,  by  agreement,  to  houses  more 
suited  to  their  needs,  ensured  that  the  fullest  use  was  made  of  the  pool 
of  houses  available;  moreover,  7  exchanges  between  the  Council’s 
tenants  and  those  of  other  local  authorities  were  agreed  to. 

Inspections  were  carried  out  wherever  tenants  were  known  to  be 
unsatisfactory  as  regards  cleanliness,  damage,  etc.;  it  was  necessary  to 
issue  6  warnings  in  this  respect,  which  resulted  in  considerable  improve¬ 
ment  being  effected  in  each  case. 

31  applications  by  Council  tenants  for  permission  to  house  lodgers 
were  fully  investigated  before  approval  was  recommended.  During 
the  year,  the  Council  decided  to  impose  a  weekly  charge  of  5/-  in  respect 
of  lodgers  (with  certain  exceptions). 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council  agreed  to  install  modern  amenities 
(W.C.s,  Sinks,  Baths)  in  42  pre-war  houses. 

(b)  Overcrowding: 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  regarding  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  and  “borderline”  cases: — 


13 


SUMMARY  OF  OVERCROWDING  AND  ABATEMENT 


“Borderline” 

(Permitted  No. 

=Number  of 

persons) 

Houses  where  No.  of  “persons” 
exceeded  the  permitted  number  by: — 

Totals 

Borderline 

Overcrowded 

j  person 

1  person 

lj  persons 

2  persons 

3  persons 

3j  persons 

4  persons 

4j  persons 

Cases  on  Register 
at  31.12.55 

5 

3 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

5 

8 

Ascertained  during 
1956 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

Cases  abated 
during  1956  by 
removal  to 

Council  Houses 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cases  otherwise 
abated  during 

1956 

— 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases 
on  Register  at 
31.12.56 

7 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

10 

(c)  Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Acts  1936-1954  (Repair,  Demolition, 
etc.) : 

Dwellings  becoming  vacant  as  the  result  of  re-housing  of  tenants  by 
the  Council  were  inspected,  and  those  deemed  to  require  action  under 
the  Housing  Acts  were  referred  to  the  Sub-Standard  Properties  Committee; 
similar  action  was  taken  in  respect  of  other  properties  found  during 
routine  inspections. 


Action  taken  during  the  year  was  as  follows; — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  .  97 

Number  of  Informal  Repair  Notices  served  .  47 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action .  33 

Number  of  Statutory  Repair  Notices  served  (Section  9) .  7 

Number  of  houses  rendered  lit  by  owners  after  service  of 

Statutory  Notices .  2 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  .  10 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  .  4 
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Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  (Housing  Act  1954)  — 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  consequence  of  Clearance 

Orders  .  2 

Number  of  houses  demolished  by  owners  following  informal 

action .  1 

Council  owned  properties  regarded  as  unfit  and  to  be 

demolished  .  3 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  from  owners  (Section  11, 

Housing  Act  1936)  .  10 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  acceptance  of  Under¬ 
takings  .  — 

Number  of  houses  closed  under  Local  Government 

(Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953  3 

Number  of  houses  closed  as  result  of  action  under  Section  11, 

Housing  Act  1936  10 

Houses  in  pre-war  Clearance  Areas  where  work  carried  out 
was  considered  to  be  “tantamount  to  demolition  and 
rebuilding”  .  2 


(Note. — The  above  figures  do  not  include  properties  improved 
with  the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants.) 

Certificates  of  Disrepair  (Housing  Act  1954): 

One  application  was  received  during  the  year,  and  a  Certificate 
issued;  2  Certificates  were  revoked  upon  applications  by  owners. 

(d)  Improvement  Grants: 

Continued  interest  was  shown  by  property  owners  in  the  question 
of  obtaining  Grants  for  the  improvement  of  dwellings,  and,  in  consequence, 
104  properties  were  surveyed  and  schedules  of  repairs  and  improvements 
forwarded  to  owners. 

In  each  approved  case  the  Council  agreed  to  give  the  maximum 
Grant,  and  the  progress  made  during  the  year  is  shown  below: — 


Number  of  Grants  approved  by  the  Council  during  1956  55 

Total  “Approved  Expenses”  incurred  by  owners  in 

approved  schemes  .  £40,577 

Total  sum  of  Grants  approved  during  1956  .  £15,352 

Number  of  schemes  completed  during  1956  .  44 

The  following  table  indicates  the  progress  made  in  this  important 
work  from  1950  to  December  31st,  1956: — 

Number  of  applications  received  for  Grants  .  162 

Number  of  Grants  approved  .  156 

Total  “Approved  Expenses”  incurred  by  owners  in 

approved  schemes  .  £89,469 

Total  sum  of  Grants  approved  .  £39,649 

Number  of  schemes  completed  .  77 

Total  sum  of  Grants  paid  .  £24,800 


49  of  the  dwellings  for  which  Grants  were  approved  were  owner- 
occupied,  and  107  were  occupied  by  tenants. 
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Bearing  in  mind  the  fact  that,  in  order  to  qualify  for  Grant-aid,  the 
dwelling  concerned  has  to  be  brought  up  to  a  satisfactory  standard, 
the  scheme  represents  a  real  advance  in  housing  conditions.  The 
expenditure  incurred  by  local  authorities  is  considerably  less  than  that 
which  would  be  incurred  in  providing  new  houses  to  replace  unfit  properties. 

MOVABLE  DWELLINGS 

All  applications  for  Development  Permission  under  the  Town  and 
Country  Planning  Acts  are  referred  to  this  department  for  investigation. 

9  such  applications  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  7  of  which 
obtained  planning  permission,  and  licences  were  subsequently  issued 
under  the  Public  Health  Act  imposing  conditions  regarding  water  supply, 
sanitary  conveniences,  drainage,  etc. 

There  are  now  20  licences  in  force  in  respect  of  separate  movable 
dwellings,  and  3  licences  covering  sites  for  numbers  of  such  habitations. 
(2  of  these  are  only  valid  for  the  summer  months.) 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

Samples  of  water  taken  from  the  headworks  and  from  various 
premises  on  the  lines  of  supply  were  collected  at  approximately 
fortnightly  intervals.  Bacteriological  examinations  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Cambridge,  gave  the  following  results: — 


Supply 

No.  of  samples 
submitted  for 
Bacteriological 
Examination 

Number 

complying 

with 

standard 

Number 
found  not 
to  comply 
with 
standard 

Rochfords,  Birchanger 

39 

16 

23 

Stansted  Water  Co. 

40 

37 

3 

Southern  Area  (Henham  Works) 

48 

46 

2 

Central  Area  (Newport  Works) 

31 

31 

— 

Western  Area  (Wenden  Works) 

45 

44 

1 

Eastern  Area  (Hempstead  Works) 

42 

42 

— 

Hadstock  (South  Cambs.  R.D.C.) 

19 

19 

— 

Totals 

264 

235 

29 

In  all  cases  where  the  results  proved  below  standard,  re-sampling 
was  carried  out  immediately. 

Only  5  cottages  at  Rochfords  Nurseries  are  supplied  from  the 
private  bore,  the  remainder  of  the  estate  being  connected  to  Stansted 
Water  Company’s  supply. 

All  the  public  supplies  are  chlorinated;  no  complaints  regarding 
main  water  were  received  during  the  year. 

Samples  were  submitted  from  each  of  the  seven  supplies  for  full 
chemical  examination,  and  the  reports  received  from  the  Laboratory 
indicated  that  all  the  waters  were  highly  satisfactory. 
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15  private  wells  were  sampled  for  various  reasons,  and  only  5  of  the 
reports  received  after  bacteriological  examination  were  satisfactory. 

In  the  case  of  2  groups  of  dwellings  with  unsatisfactory  supplies,  a 
full  report  was  submitted  to  the  appropriate  Committee  who  are  con¬ 
sidering  the  question  of  extending  existing  mains  to  serve  the  properties 
affected. 

2  Informal  Notices  were  issued  regarding  connections  to  existing 
mains;  a  similar  notice  was  served  requiring  the  cleansing  and  repair 
of  the  existing  private  well.  All  the  work  involved  was  well  in  hand  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

A  continuous  roadside  spring  used  occasionally  by  nearby  residents 
was  found  to  be  unfit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  a  permanent  notice 
erected  to  that  effect. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

The  question  of  providing  main  sewerage  to  various  parishes  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  set  up  to  deal  with  this  matter. 

As  a  result  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  reported  as  existing  in 
the  parish  of  Ashdon,  following  a  survey,  the  Consulting  Engineers 
were  asked  to  prepare  a  scheme  to  serve  the  central  area  of  the  village. 

The  Engineers  submitted  their  proposals  in  respect  of  Manuden  at 
an  estimated  cost  of  £39,000,  and  the  report  was  forwarded  to  the  Essex 
County  Council  for  their  observations. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Y.  Molineux,  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  was 
asked  to  prepare  a  scheme  to  serve  the  lower  portion  of  Birchanger. 

In  view  of  difficulties  frequently  arising  in  connection  with  drainage 
from  Council  houses  at  Radwinter,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  prepared 
a  scheme  estimated  to  cost  £3,500. 

No  further  action  can  be  reported  in  respect  of  providing  main 
drainage  for  the  large  parishes  of  Littlebury  and  Great  Chesterford. 

129  Plans  submitted  for  Building  Byelaw  approval  were  examined 
by  this  department,  and  drainage  proposals  shown  were  investigated 
and  recommendations  made  to  the  Plans  Committee. 

In  nearly  all  cases  where  sewers  were  not  available,  the  small  disposal 
plant  designed  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  was  installed  by  owners, 
and  very  few  complaints  were  received  regarding  the  functioning  of  these 
plants. 

There  is  no  Council  scheme  for  emptying  cesspools  or  septic  tanks; 
owners  requiring  such  service  make  use  of  the  private  firms  operating  in 
the  District. 

30  Informal  Notices  regarding  defective  drainage  were  issued,  and 
26  of  these  were  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  contract  in  respect  of  refuse  collection  expired  at  the  end  of 
March,  and  it  was  decided  to  invite  alternative  tenders  so  as  to  ascertain 
the  additional  cost  involved  in  providing  fortnightly  collection  throughout 
the  District.  It  was  eventually  decided  to  accept  the  tender  of  £4,620 
per  annum  in  respect  of  monthly  collection  in  all  villages  except  Stansted, 
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Newport,  Great  Chesterford  and  Littlebury,  which  receive  fortnightly 
collection.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  agreed  to  review  the  whole  matter 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Direct  labour  is  employed  to  deal  with  the  refuse  at  the  four  tips 
rented  by  the  Council. 

The  only  parishes  receiving  a  pail  closet  emptying  service  are  Great 
Chesterford  and  Littlebury.  The  contract  for  this  was  renewed  for  three 
years  at  a  cost  of  9\d.  per  pail. 

Householders  in  other  villages  can  take  advantage  of  a  private 
collection  scheme,  whereby  they  pay  the  contractor  direct;  205  house¬ 
holders  make  use  of  this  service. 

Waste  Paper  salvaged  during  refuse  collection  is  baled  at  Newport 
and  Stansted  and  despatched  to  Thames  Board  Mills  Ltd.,  under  contract. 
Some  difficulty  arose  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  mills  were  forced  to  restrict  intake  from  all  local  authorities. 

Rags  and  metals  were  also  salvaged  at  the  tips  and  sold  to  a  local 
merchant. 

Income  derived  from  the  sale  of  these  materials  is  stated  below, 
figures  in  respect  of  the  previous  year  being  given  for  comparison: — 


Waste  Paper 
Rags 

Metals  . . 


1955 

T.  C.  Q. 
101  2  0 
2  4  3 
1  3  1 


1956 

T.  C.  Q. 
96  15  2 
1  12  0 
1  17  1 


Total  Income 


£891  Os.  Od. 


£815  13s.  Id. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


A  part-time  operator  is  employed  to  carry  out  the  work  of  rat  and 
mice  destruction.  Occupiers  of  dwelling  houses  are  charged  in  accordance 
with  a  scale  based  on  rateable  value;  the  whole  cost  of  treating  business 
premises  is  recovered. 

The  Council  is  responsible  for  ensuring  that  agricultural  premises 
are  kept  free  from  infestation;  practically  all  these  properties  are  treated 
regularly  by  contractors.  It  was  necessary  to  call  the  attention  of 
several  farmers  to  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
(Threshing  and  Dismantling  of  Ricks)  Regulations,  1950,  whereby  it  is 
an  offence  to  carry  out  threshing  unless  the  area  is  properly  surrounded 
by  netting  so  that  the  rodents  present  may  be  trapped  and  destroyed. 

Work  carried  out  under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 
1949,  during  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957,  was  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Property 

Local  Authority 
(Refuse  Tips,  etc.) 

Dwelling  Houses 

Agricultural 

All  other  including 
Business  Premises 

Total 

Total  number  of  inspections  (including  re¬ 
inspections  ... 

17 

51 

2 

11 

81 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats: — 

(a)  Major  infestations  ... 

1 

1 

(b)  Minor  infestations  ... 

10 

27 

2 

9 

48 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested 
with  micei- 

fa)  Major  infestations  ... 

(b)  Minor  infestations  ... 

4 

4 

Total  number  of  properties  treated  by  the 
Council’s  Operator .  . 

17 

31 

— 

11 

59 

All  refuse  tips  were  regularly  inspected  and  treated,  with  the  result 
that  infestation  was  kept  at  a  very  low  level  throughout  the  year. 

Test  baiting  of  manholes  on  the  sewers  at  Newport  and  Stansted 
indicated  that  these  sewers  were  free  from  rat  infestation. 
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INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


(a)  Milk 

Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises,  and 
random  samples  taken  from  the  premises  or  from  delivery  vans. 
Practically  all  milk  retailed  in  the  District  is  from  Tuberculin  Tested 
herds,  or  is  Pasteurised  or  Sterilised. 

Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises .  10 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  of  Milk .  10 

Dealers  Licences  issued  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  10 

Dealers  Licences  issued  for  Pasteurised  Milk  .  10 

Dealers  Licences  issued  for  Sterilised  Milk  .  6 

*Supplementary  Licences — Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  6 

Supplementary  Licences — Pasteurised  Milk  .  6 

Supplementary  Licences — Sterilised  Milk  .  3 

(*  Supplementary  Licences  are  issued  in  respect  of  sale  of  milk 
from  premises  situated  outside  the  District.) 


Sampling  Results: — 

Designation 

Tuberculin  Tested 
Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised) 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised 
Ungraded 


Samples 

taken 

17 

19 

23 

3 

3 


Number 

satisfactory 

16 

19 

23 

3 

2 


Number 

unsatisfactory 

1 


1 


Routine  sampling  of  milk  supplies  for  biological  examination  (for 
the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  or  brucella  abortus)  is  not  carried  out  as 
this  duty  is  performed  by  the  Essex  County  Council.  No  positive 
results  were  notified  by  the  latter  Authority,  and  no  action  was  necessary 
under  Section  20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  (compulsory 
diversion  of  milk  supplies  for  heat  treatment). 


(b)  Ice  Cream 

There  are  52  vendors  registered  with  the  Council  for  the  sale  and 
storage  of  ice  cream,  most  of  which  is  sold  pre-wrapped.  Samples  are 
collected  at  random  from  retailers,  and  results  are  indicated  below: — 


Total  number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  .  126 

Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  I .  110 

Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  II  .  12 

Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  III  .  4 

Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  IV  .  Nil 


(c)  Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Most  butchers’  meat  sold  in  the  area  is  purchased  wholesale,  and 
slaughtered  in  premises  outside  the  District. 

At  the  end  of  August,  however,  the  owner  of  one  slaughterhouse 
was  granted  a  licence  after  the  premises  had  been  reconstructed  and 
improved  to  the  Council's  requirements.  Conditions  and  methods  of 
slaughtering  and  dressing  have  proved  generally  satisfactory,  and  all 
carcases  were  inspected  immediately  after  slaughter. 

Number  of  cattle  killed  and  inspected  .  23 
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Number  of  carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 


condemned : — 

(«)  Tuberculosis  .  1 

(b)  Cysticercosis  .  — 

(c)  Other  conditions .  9 

Number  of  sheep  and  lambs  killed  and  inspected  .  36 

Total  weight  of  olTal  condemned  .  121  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  carcase  meat  condemned  .  174  lbs. 

(d)  Other  Foods 


Wholesalers  and  retailers  continued  to  co-operate  by  reporting 
suspected  food,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  make  any  statutory  seizures 
of  food.  The  following  were  surrendered  as  unsound  and  unfit  for 
human  consumption : — 

265  lbs.  Dried  Milk  Powder. 

66  tins  Miscellaneous  canned  foods. 

24  lbs.  Corned  Beef. 

In  addition,  a  large  consignment  of  canned  meat  at  a  buffer  food 
depot  was  inspected,  and  damaged  and  unsound  tins  were  surrendered 
and  disposed  of  by  burial  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 

Following  reports  that  cattle  had  died  from  arsenical  poisoning  after 
spraying  of  the  haulm  of  a  nearby  potato  crop,  a  thorough  investigation 
was  carried  out  and  random  samples  of  the  harvested  potatoes  were 
submitted  for  chemical  examination.  The  analyst’s  report,  however, 
proved  satisfactory  and  the  consignment  was  released.  This  experience 
indicates  that,  when  spraying  by  arsenical  preparations,  etc.,  takes  place, 
strict  supervision  should  be  given  to  ensure  that  all  precautions  are 
taken  to  prevent  injury  to  operators  and  animals,  and  to  avoid  con¬ 
tamination  of  foodstuffs. 

(e)  Food  Premises,  Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc. 

There  are  204  food  premises  in  the  District,  and  types  of  each  are 


shown  below: — 

Butchers’  shops  .  7 

General  stores  (grocery  and  provisions)  .  58 

Bakehouses  .  6 

Bakers’  and  confectioners’  shops  .  5 

Sweet  shops  .  5 

Greengrocers  .  2 

Fishmongers  .  1 

Poultry  dressing  depots  .  1 

Bacon  curing  establishments  .  1 

Wholesale  provision  merchants .  1 

Cafes  and  Restaurants .  11 

Licensed  premises  .  84 

School  Kitchens  and  Central  Cooking  Depots .  5 

Schools  serving  meals  .  17 


6  of  the  above  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food. 
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132  inspections  were  carried  out  principally  in  connection  with 
legislation  relating  to  food  premises. 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955,  came  into  operation  on  1st  January,  1956,  and  a  circular 
was  immediately  forwarded  to  all  food  traders,  explaining  the  require¬ 
ments  of  this  important  legislation. 

During  subsequent  re-inspections,  the  attention  of  proprietors  was 
drawn  to  the  structural  and  other  improvements  required  and,  generally 
speaking,  full  co-operation  and  appreciation  of  the  necessity  for  such 
action  was  forthcoming.  The  provision  of  washing  accommodation 
was  carried  out  (or  the  work  was  in  hand)  at  all  the  premises  dealt  with 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Following  a  detailed  survey  of  all  school  feeding  establishments,  a 
schedule  of  works  required  was  forwarded  to  the  education  authority. 

Two  licensed  premises  were  provided  with  up-to-date  sanitary 
accommodation  and  proper  washing  facilities  after  the  issue  of  informal 
notices  to  the  owners  concerned. 

Two  cases  of  suspected  food  poisoning  affecting  one  family  only  were 
investigated,  and  a  thorough  investigation  was  carried  out  in  connection 
with  an  outbreak  of  sickness  at  a  primary  school. 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  FACTORIES 


The  table  which  follows  gives  details  of  inspections  and  defects 
found  and  remedied  under  the  Factories  Act  1937. 

Detailed  surveys  were  carried  out  at  4  factories  in  connection  with 
the  provision  of  adequate  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  (The  co¬ 
operation  and  help  given  by  officers  of  the  Essex  Fire  Brigade  was  greatly 
appreciated.) 


PREMISES 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

3 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . 

49 

15 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  (excluding  out-workers  pre¬ 
mises)  . 

6 

7 

1 

Total 

58 

26 

3 

— 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: — 


PARTICULARS 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 

Found 

Remed¬ 

ied 

Refe 
to  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

rred 
by  H.M. 
Inspec-. 
tor 

prosecu¬ 
tions 
were  in¬ 
stituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temp.  (S.3)  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

-  - 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  insufficient  . 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  .. 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  out-workers)  .. 

— 

— 

— 

—  , 

— 

Total 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 
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GENERAL  MATTERS 


In  addition  to  action  referred  to  under  specified  headings,  the 
Department  was  called  upon  to  deal  with  a  number  of  miscellaneous 
matters,  under  Public  Health  and  allied  legislation. 


Dwelling  houses  in  filthy  condition  .  3 

Nuisances  from  accumulation  of  refuse,  etc .  3 

Nuisances  from  foul  ditches  or  ponds  .  3 

Smoke  nuisance  from  industrial  premises  (abated)  .  1 

Flea  infestations  .  7 

Fly  infestations .  2 

Investigations  re  Anthrax  cases  .  2 

Investigations  re  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  cattle  .  2 

Number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  investigated  .  14 

Visits  to  contacts  of  Poliomyelitis .  32 

Terminal  disinfections  carried  out  .  16 

Bedding  steam  disinfected  (Tuberculosis) .  2 

Schools  disinfected  .  1 


After  a  number  of  pre-war  Council  houses  were  found  to  be  affected 
with  woodworm,  the  Council  agreed  to  the  treatment  of  all  affected 
timbers  by  a  suitable  insecticide,  and  this  work  is  now  in  hand. 

Periodic  samples  from  a  school  swimming  pool  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Results  indicated  that,  in  order  to  avoid 
any  possible  spread  of  infection,  a  proper  chlorination  plant  should  be 
installed. 

One  aged  person  living  alone  under  unsatisfactory  conditions  was 
removed  to  a  suitable  hospital  after  action  taken  in  co-operation  with 
officers  of  the  Essex  County  Council. 

Reports  on  331  properties  were  supplied  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council 
in  connection  with  Requisitions  for  Searches  under  the  Land  Charges  Act. 

The  closing  weeks  of  the  yeai  were  notable  for  activities  at  Stansted 
Airport,  where  a  number  of  plane-loads  of  personnel  arrived  from 
Egypt.  Public  Health  Officers,  Welfare  Officers,  and  many  voluntary 
organisations  were  called  upon  to  play  their  part  in  dealing  with  this 
emergency. 


September,  1957 
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A.  ARMES. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


